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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 1 1/1 1/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

The Examiner acknowledges the receipt of the Applicant's amendment filed on 
11/11/2008. Claims 1-2, 4-5, 8, 14-16, 18-19, 21-23, and 28 have been amended. Claims 6 and 
20 have been canceled. Claims 1-5, 7-19 and 21-28 are therefore currently pending in the 
present application. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5, 7-19 and 21-28 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 
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Claims 1 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant 
art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. 

Independent claim 1 recites "transmitting a first signal in accordance with the first 
predetermined signaling protocol and at a time selected to interfere with only a portion of a 
transmission made by the radio terminal" (emphasis added). The claim contains subject matter 
which was not disclosed in the specification. 

Similarly, independent claim 15 recites "wherein the means for transmitting the first 
signal in accordance with the first predetermined signaling protocol is adapted to transmit the 
first signal concurrently with only a portion of a transmission made by the radio terminal 
accordance with the first predetermined signaling protocol" (emphasis added). The claim 
contains subject matter which was not disclosed in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 1-5, 7-19 and 21-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sawyer et al. (WIPO Pub. No. WO 01/69864) herein referred to as Sawyer, and further in 
view of Shepherd et al. (WIPO Pub No. WO 01/31960) herein referred to as Shepherd. 

Consider claim 1, Sawyer teach a method of protecting an apparatus from radio 
frequency interference in a predetermined radio frequency band, comprising, at a policing 
terminal (read as monitoring device 20), 

detecting the presence of a radio terminal operable to generate interference in the 
predetermined radio frequency band in accordance with a first predetermined signaling protocol 
(page 5 lines 22-28 and page 6 lines 14-28). 
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However, Sawyer fail to teach transmitting a first signal in accordance with the first 
predetermined signaling protocol and at a time selected to interfere with only a portion of a 
transmission made by the radio terminal, wherein, in response to transmitting the first signal, the 
radio terminal is inhibited as a source of interference. 

In the related art, Shepherd teach transmitting a first signal in accordance with the first 
predetermined signaling protocol and at a time selected to interfere with only a portion of a 
transmission made by the radio terminal, wherein, in response to transmitting the first signal, the 
radio terminal is inhibited as a source of interference (page 6 lines 13-21, page 6 lines 25-30 and 
page 7 lines 1-10). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Shepherd into the teachings of Sawyer for the 
purpose of controlling operations of a device within a restricted area comprising means for 
detecting the presence of the device and means for instructing the device to restrict its operation. 

Consider claim 2, as applied to claim 1, Sawyer as modified by Shepherd further teach 
wherein detecting the presence of the radio terminal comprises detecting a second signal 
transmitted by the radio terminal in accordance with the first predetermined signaling protocol 
(Shepherd - page 7 lines 1-10). 

Consider claim 3, as applied to claim 2, Sawyer as modified by Shepherd further teach 
wherein transmission of the second signal is responsive to a third signal transmitted by the 
policing terminal (Sawyer - page 5 lines 22-28, page 6 lines 15-21, and page 6 lines 25-28; 
Shepherd - page 7 lines 1-10). 
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Consider claim 4, as applied to claim 1, Sawyer as modified by Shepherd further teach 
wherein the first signal includes a message selected from the first predetermined signaling 
protocol (Sawyer - page 5 lines 23-25, page 6 lines 14-16, and page 6 lines 22-24). 

Consider claim 5, as applied to claim 4, Sawyer as modified by Shepherd further teach 
wherein the message includes a command to disconnect from a communication (Sawyer - page 6 
lines 19-28). 

Consider claim 7, as applied to claim 1, Sawyer as modified by Shepherd further teach 
wherein the portion is at least one of a preamble, synchronization word, address field or header 
field (Shepherd - page 6 lines 1-9 and page 7 lines 3-6). 

Consider claim 8, as applied to claim 4, Sawyer as modified by Shepherd further teach 
wherein the first predetermined signaling protocol is a networking protocol, the policing terminal 
is equipped to operate in accordance with the first predetermined signaling protocol, and the 
policing terminal joins a network comprising the radio terminal prior to transmitting the message 
(Sawyer - page 4 lines 6-14). 

Consider claim 9, as applied to claim 8, Sawyer as modified by Shepherd further teach 
wherein the policing terminal becomes a master station in the network prior to transmitting the 
message (Shepherd - page 5 lines 1-6). 

Consider claim 10, as applied to claim 2, Sawyer as modified by Shepherd further teach 
wherein detecting the presence of the radio terminal comprises detecting from the second signal 
the address of the radio terminal (Shepherd - page 7 lines 1-10). 

Consider claim 1 1, as applied to claim 2, Sawyer as modified by Shepherd further teach 
wherein the detecting the presence of the radio terminal comprises determining a frequency hop 
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sequence in use by the radio terminal (Sawyer - page 5 lines 11-14 and page 5 lines 21-28; 
Shepherd - page 5 lines 20-29 and page 6 lines 1-8). 

Consider claim 12, as applied to claim 1, Sawyer as modified by Shepherd further teach 
wherein the first signal is modulated with noise (Sawyer - page 4 lines 21-26). 

Consider claim 13, as applied to claim 1, Sawyer as modified by Shepherd further teach 
wherein the policing terminal is a component of the apparatus being protected (Sawyer - page 6 
lines 15-28). 

Consider claim 14, as applied to claim 1, wherein the apparatus is equipped to operate in 
accordance with a second predetermined signaling protocol (Sawyer - page 4 lines 6-14). 

Consider claim 15, Sawyer teach the policing terminal (PT) (read as monitoring device 
20) for protecting an apparatus from radio frequency interference in a predetermined radio 
frequency band, comprising means for detecting the presence of a radio terminal operable to 
generate interference in the predetermined radio frequency band in accordance with a first 
predetermined signaling protocol (page 4 lines 6-14, page 5 lines 5-10, page 5 lines 23-28, and 
page 6 lines 14-28). 

However, Sawyer fail to teach means for transmitting a first signal in accordance with the 
first predetermined signaling protocol to inhibit the radio terminal as a source of interference 
wherein the means for transmitting the first signal in accordance with the first predetermined 
signaling protocol is adapted to transmit the first signal concurrently with only a portion of a 
transmission made by the radio terminal in accordance with the first predetermined signaling 
protocol . 



Application/Control Number: 10/550,337 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2618 

In the related art, Shepherd teach means for transmitting a first signal in accordance with 
the first predetermined signaling protocol to inhibit the radio terminal as a source of interference 
wherein the means for transmitting the first signal in accordance with the first predetermined 
signaling protocol is adapted to transmit the first signal concurrently with only a portion of a 
transmission made by the radio terminal in accordance with the first predetermined signaling 
protocol (page 6 lines 13-21, page 6 lines 25-30 and page 7 lines 1-10). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Shepherd into the teachings of Sawyer for the 
purpose of controlling operations of a device within a restricted area comprising means for 
detecting the presence of the device and means for instructing the device to restrict its operation. 

Consider claim 16, as applied to claim 15, Sawyer as modified by Shepherd further teach 
wherein the means for detecting the presence of the radio terminal is adapted to detect a second 
signal transmitted by the radio terminal in accordance with the first predetermined signaling 
protocol (Shepherd - page 7 lines 1-10). 

Consider claim 17, as applied to claim 16, Sawyer as modified by Shepherd further teach 
comprising means for transmitting a third signal for eliciting transmission of the second signal 
(Sawyer - page 5 lines 22-28, page 6 lines 15-21, and page 6 lines 25-28; Shepherd - page 7 
lines 1-10). 

Consider claim 18, as applied to claim 15, Sawyer as modified by Shepherd further teach 
wherein the means for transmitting the first signal is adapted to transmit a message selected from 
the first predetermined signaling protocol (Sawyer - page 5 lines 22-28, page 6 lines 15-21, and 
page 6 lines 25-28; Shepherd - page 7 lines 1-10). 
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Consider claim 19, as applied to claim 18, Sawyer as modified by Shepherd further teach 
wherein the message includes a command to disconnect from a communication (Sawyer - page 6 
lines 19-28). 

Consider claim 21, as applied to claim 15, Sawyer as modified by Shepherd further teach 
wherein the portion is at least one of a preamble, synchronization word, address field of header 
field (Shepherd - page 6 lines 1-9 and page 7 lines 3-6). 

Consider claim 22, as applied to claim 18, Sawyer as modified by Shepherd further teach 
wherein the first predetermined signaling protocol is a networking protocol, the policing terminal 
comprises means for operating in accordance with the first predetermined signaling protocol, and 
the means for operating is adapted to join a network comprising the radio terminal prior to 
transmission of the message (Sawyer - page 4 lines 6-14). 

Consider claim 23, as applied to claim 22, Sawyer as modified by Shepherd further teach 
wherein the means for operating in accordance with the first predetermined signaling protocol is 
adapted to become a master station in the network prior to transmission of the message 
(Shepherd - page 5 lines 1-6). 

Consider claim 24, as applied to claim 16, Sawyer as modified by Shepherd further teach 
wherein means for detecting the presence of the radio terminal is adapted to determine from the 
second signal the address of the radio terminal (Shepherd - page 7 lines 1-10). 

Consider claim 25, as applied to claim 16, Sawyer as modified by Shepherd further teach 
wherein the means for detecting the presence of the radio terminal is adapted to determine a 
frequency hop sequence in use by the radio terminal (Sawyer - page 5 lines 11-14 and page 5 
lines 21-28; Shepherd - page 5 lines 20-29 and page 6 lines 1-8). 
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Consider claim 26, as applied to claim 15, Sawyer as modified by Shepherd further teach 
wherein the means for transmitting the first signal is adapted to modulate the first signal with 
noise (Sawyer - page 4 lines 21-26). 

Consider claim 27, as applied to claim 15, Sawyer as modified by Shepherd further teach 
an electronic apparatus comprising the policing terminal (Sawyer - page 6 lines 15-28). 

Consider claim 28, as applied to claim 15, Sawyer as modified by Shepherd further teach 
a wireless network operable in accordance with a second signaling protocol and comprising the 
policing terminal (Sawyer - page 3 lines 5-10; Shepherd - page 5 lines 14-17). 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 

disclosure: see PTO-892 Notice of References Cited. 

Any response to this Office Action should be faxed to (571) 273-8300 or mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 

Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to April S. Guzman whose telephone number is 571-270-1 101 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Anderson can be reached on 571-272-4177. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/April S. Guzman/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 26 1 8 



/Matthew D. Anderson/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 26 1 8 



